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The Fundamentals of Political Science Research provides an introduction to the scientific study of

politics. It offers the basic tools necessary for readers to become both critical consumers and

beginning producers of scientific research on politics. Professors Kellstedt and Whitten present an

integrated approach to research design and empirical analyses in which researchers can develop

and test causal theories. The authors use examples from political science research that students will

find interesting and inspiring, and that will help them understand key concepts. The book makes

technical material accessible to students who might otherwise be intimidated by mathematical

examples. This revised second edition refines discussions from the first edition, with a new chapter

on how to write an original research project. The second edition also contains an additional forty

exercises and adds definitions for terms discussed in each chapter.
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I've used this course in my undergrad poli sci research methods course. A solid textbook for an intro

undergraduate poli sci course on research methods. Far too basic for students who've previously

had any training in econometrics or quant methods.I am not as pleased with the book's discussion

of counterfactual causal inference. It offers a fair amount of hand-waving at the issue, and doesn't

do much to engage with the Neyman-Rubin causal model, which is both intuitive and now a

workhorse in the social sciences.The discussions of theory, research design, and the basic

mechanics of regression are much better, and appropriate for a beginner undergraduate audience.



Great, plain language introduction! The authors take great care to introduce language and concepts.

Enables the reader to tackle more detailed and complex readings by other authors.

Excellent text. Easy to follow extremely informative. The content drew me in, even for a subject that

is less than captivating.

Great product!
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